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According to a Jan. 23 statement by the state-run oil company Ecopetrol, on Tuesday and
Wednesday National Liberation Army (ELN) rebels dynamited the country's main oil pipeline near
the Venezuelan border at least twice. At least 15,000 barrels of oil bound for export spilled into Zulia
river streams and tributaries. The Zulia joins the Catatumbo river, which in turn debarks into the
Venezuela's Maracaibo gulf. The pipeline extends from the Cano Limon in Arauca (east) to Covenas
on the Caribbean coast. On Wednesday, an oil slick measuring 20 km. in diameter was observed
in the Tonchala gorge. Ecopetrol spokespersons and other government officials said they feared
the pollution affects crops, especially rice, in Norte de Santander. Another explosion, one of eight
thus far in 1991, took place near Teorama, Norte de Santander department. Oil pumping operations,
normally averaging 220,000 barrels per day, have been suspended indefinitely. (Basic data from AFP,
01/23/91)
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